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I earned my sport pilot ticket in 
July of 2007 (at age 56!), and I 
must respond to Messrs. Durre 

and Baxter in the October issue. 
While it is true that many of the new 
light-sport planes are priced above 
what some feel is reasonable, there 
are alternatives. My solution was to 
be a partner in an older, well-main-
tained Taylorcraft BC12-D and fl y to 
my heart’s content.

I also want the experience and feel 
of new, so I joined another club that 
has a new light-sport aircraft (LSA) 
on line to fl y. The bottom line is, if 
you really want to fl y, then fi nd a 
way that works for you. I have been 
to Jack Brown’s Seaplane Base and 
have a seaplane endorsement, and I 
have my taildragger sign off and am 
checked out in several different new 
LSA, and I love it! My private certifi -
cate is next.

When I started with sport pilot, I 
learned that it is great to have a next 
step in aviation. The other pilots I 

meet, and especially EAA members, 
are the greatest help.

Dennis Kirk, EAA 816523
Punta Gorda, Florida

I recently rejoined EAA and in read-
ing the October Members Forum 
I note the concern for the high 

cost of light-sport aircraft (LSA). 
There is one important area that 
was not discussed and should be 
considered—the present availability 
of FAA-approved LSA that have been 
around for years. Case in point—I 
am 74 and have been fl ying for 58 
years with more than 5,000 hours. I 
have owned and fl own many aircraft 
over the years. I am also a retired FAA 
air traffi c controller, so aviation has 
been my entire life.

Four years ago, about the same 
time the FAA approved the sport 
pilot certifi cate, I had a minor inci-
dent that resulted in requiring a 
special-issuance medical, which was 

no problem. Realizing my fl ying may 
have to change as age became an 
issue (all pilots must someday accept 
this), I decided to become a sport 
pilot when I found an aircraft. In 
May I bought a one-quarter share in a 
1946 Ercoupe 415C for under $5,000, 
my medical expired on October 1, 
and I am having a blast in the 
Ercoupe as a sport pilot. There are 
many aircraft that can be bought for 
under $30,000, burn only 5 gph, and 
still give you 100 mph. The sport 
pilot certifi cate is the best thing since 
the Wright brothers’ fi rst fl ight.

There are inexpensive ways to 
become a sport pilot and enjoy the 
thrill of fl ight just smashing bugs. The 
$100 hamburger has again become a 
reality, and my yellow Ercoupe draws 
a crowd at fl y-ins. I hope EAA will 
encourage those interested in fl y-
ing to consider an Ercoupe, Cub, 
Champ, or Luscombe until the newer 
$100,000 aircraft start to come down 
in price. I also hope to see articles 
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on Ercoupes and other such aircraft. 
Nothing says aircraft have to be new 
to be able to enjoy fl ight.

I was unable to attend EAA 
AirVenture Oshkosh this year, but 
I understand that more than 25 
Ercoupes from all over the United 
States fl ew there. That must have 
been quite a sight to see all those 
1946 aircraft still fl ying and most 
piloted by “old” men and women.

If anyone is close to Frederick, 
Maryland, my Ercoupe and I will 
gladly give you a ride and share the 
thrill of fl ight.

Jim Truxel, EAA 873723
Round Hill, Virginia

In response to Jack Durre’s letter 
lamenting the high cost of new 
factory-built LSA, my response 

is simply “Stop your whining and 
go fl y!”

I, too, would love to drive a new 
Jaguar, but my budget dictates that 
I drive a Ford Escort. I would love 
to fl y around in one of those sleek 
new $100K S-LSA we see gracing the 
covers of Sport Pilot, but I can’t afford 
one of those, either. So I bought a kit 
(Kolb) and built my own airplane for 
under $20K.

Don’t want to build an airplane? 
There are many dozens of Champs, 
Aeroncas, Luscombes to choose from 
in every issue of Trade-A-Plane, or 
on the Barnstormers website in the 
$20,000 range. Sure, they might be 
40 years old or more, but that does 
not make them bad airplanes—there 
are plenty of examples for sale that 
are nicely restored and 100 percent 
safe and comfortable.

You can also buy a used experi-
mental for that price that will fi ll 
the same mission. Are those choices 
as sexy as a new Remos or CT? Of 
course not, but it will get you in the 
air. Partnerships are another option 
to keeping ownership costs down.

It becomes tiresome hearing peo-
ple complain again and again about 
the high cost of new S-LSA. Yes, we’d 
all like to see them sell for the price of 
a used pickup truck, but the reality is, 

they won’t be that cheap until thou-
sands have been built, been well used, 
and they fi nally begin fi lling out the 
second-hand market. Until then, for 
reasons that are out of our control, a 
new factory-built airplane will cost as 
much as a modest home. It’s the same 
trend we’ve seen in general aviation 
for the past fi ve decades.

So my message to Mr. Durre is, 
you have two choices: You can sit 
on the sidelines and gripe about the 
high cost of new airplanes for the 
rest of your life. Or, if you really want 
to fl y, buy what you can afford and 
enjoy the magic of fl ying! Before it’s 
too late.

Dennis Kirby, EAA 68826
Cedar Crest, New Mexico

They’re Right!

I totally agree with Jack P. Durre’s 
and Ken Baxter’s comments in the 
October Members Forum about 

the sport pilot rule missing the mark 
for middle-class-income pilots or 
pilot wannabes. The majority of LSA 
advertised and reviewed are way out 
of my budget as well. I’ve been fl ying 
ultralights and “fat ultralights” for 
more than 10 years on a shoestring 
budget.

There are a few experimental LSA 
(E-LSA) or LSA that fi t the category 
and price of Jack Durre’s comment: 
“I would love to be able to puddle-
jump around my home. I live in a 
rural area and have no desire to enter 
into controlled airspace or even to 
go cross-country for more than 100 
miles, so there are lesser aircraft that 
would suit me fi ne.”

I currently fl y a single-place 
Challenger manufactured by Quad 
City Ultralights. I bought it wrecked 
for $4,000; put $1,000 of parts into 
it, not including my time and labor; 
another $1,000 to have the 447 Rotax 
engine checked out; and fl ew away 
with a $6,000 single-place N-num-
bered E-LSA. Locally I’ve seen used 
N-numbered two-place Challengers 

in excellent condition for $9,000 to 
$15,000. I live in a rural area and land 
in my 500-foot backyard runway, or 
a friend’s 1,500-foot grass strip. My 
single-place Challenger stalls around 
38 mph (lower with fl aps), cruises at 
65 mph, with a top speed of 95mph, 
perfect for around the farm, or short 
cross-country trips. I fl y year round, 
quite often in below-freezing tem-
peratures with or without doors. (Yes, 
I have a heater.)

The reason Challengers are so cost 
effective is because they are designed 
to use the lower- priced two-stroke 
Rotax 503, even in the two-place 
version. I recently attended the 
Challenger 25-year anniversary, and 
four two-place Challengers with 
fl oats were there from Canada. They 
fl ew more than 1,000 miles, so it is a 
proven cross-country plane as well.

The Zenith STOL CH 701 or CH 
750 would be my dream plane if 
I could afford one, because of the 
STOL capabilities and side-by-side 
seating. The only information I have 
is from the website and an informa-
tion pack ordered from the factory. 
Half of the price mentioned is for the 
recommended 80- to 100-hp four-
stroke engine, which prices it out of 
my current budget.

It’s sad the sport pilot rule and 
industry is overlooking the “fat” 
ultralights, which I thought it was 
designed for, and is concentrating on 
$80,000-plus planes. It also appar-
ently has confused advertisers and 
attendees of AirVenture where LSA 
belongs: “down on the farm” at the 
grass strip, or on the concrete with 
the big boys.

John Rockrohr, EAA 657756
DeWitt, Iowa
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